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Bank Windhoek Mum On 
Competition Commission 
Investigation
n	 Nghiinomenwa Erastus

Bank Windhoek has indicated that they 
will not comment on the legality of their 
exclusive arrangement with Dr Weder, Kauta 
& Hoveka Inc in terms of competition laws 
until the investigation is completed.
The agreement allegedly entails lessening 
competition and has features of abuse 
of their dominant position according to 
the provisions of the Competition Act in 
Section23 and 26.
Bank Windhoek's executive officer of 
marketing and corporate communication 
services, Jacquiline Pack, told The Villager 
Business Desk yesterday that the bank 
acknowledged the notice of the investigation 
by the Namibian Competition Commission 
(NaCC), but they will not comment for now 
till the investigation is complete.
"We accordingly reserve our comments 
until this process has been concluded and 
finalised in line with all applicable legal and 
administrative law principles," she said.
The Namibian Competition Commission 
(NaCC) resolves to investigate alleged 
exclusive dealings in property conveyance 
services between Bank Windhoek and Dr 
Weder, Kauta & Hoveka Inc.
The Act of property conveyance is the 
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transfer process of property rights or interest 
which is done by legal practitioners on behalf 
of clients when buying houses/property. 
Not all lawyers do it, and one needs to pass a 
conveyancing exam to facilitate it.
The agreement between the bank and the 
group of lawyers indicates that all those 
transferring or selling properties under Bank 
Windhoek only have to use conveyance from 
Dr Weder, Kauta & Hoveka Inc.
"It is alleged that this agreement requires
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NHE's 60% Once-Off Payment 
Demand Impossible- Sam Shivute
n	 Kelvin Chiringa

National Housing Enterprise 
(NHE) board chairperson, Sam 
Shivute, says that the demand for 
a 60 per cent once-off payment 

by workers at the state entity is impossible to 
meet, and he will not support it.
This comes as NHE boss, Gisbertus Mukulu, 
is up in arms with the workers who have 
slammed him for escalating their concerns 
to the board of directors when he should be 
dealing with them directly.

The workers, most of whom are now 
represented by the Public Workers Union 
of Namibia (PSUN), have said they do not 
understand why NHE cannot meet their 
demand, given that the entity has spent 
millions of dollars in legal fees fighting one 
employee. "We need to bring to your attention 
the excuses that you have highlighted, such 
as the NHE's financial performance, loan 
book performance and arrears owed to NHE.
(These) are hereby rejected as these issues 
are the sole responsibility of the board, the 
CEO and its executives. It is therefore highly 
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The Namibian 
Competition Commission 

(NaCC) resolves to 
investigate alleged 

exclusive dealings in 
property conveyance 

services between Bank 
Windhoek and 

Dr Weder, Kauta & 
Hoveka Inc.

inconsiderate to use the information so 
requested to stall the process of effecting the 
salary adjustments, thus holding employees 
hostage," they told Mukulu in a letter 
dated 14 March 2022. When approached 
for a comment, Shivute said the workers' 
demands do not make sense and will not see 
the light of the day. He said they can go to 
the labour ministry, as per the provisions in 
the law. "This does not make sense, and it 
will not happen.

N
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Bank Windhoek property financing 
applicants to only make use of Dr Weder, 
Kauta & Hoveka Inc's conveyancing services 
to the exclusion of other conveyancing 
service providers in the relevant market," the 
Commission wrote.
However, according to the Commission, 
this practice is said to lessen and limit 
competition and shut out other independent 
service providers in the relevant market, 
which can provide conveyancing services 
to Bank Windhoek financed property 
transactions.
The alleged conduct of law firm Dr Weder, 
Kauta & Hoveka Inc amounts to a possible 
contravention to the various provision of 
section 23 of the Competition Act.
Section 23 restricts agreements between 
undertakings, decisions by associations 
of undertakings or concerted practices by 
undertakings which have, as their object or 
effect, the prevention or substantial lessening 
of competition in trade in any goods or 
services in Namibia.
Such agreements are prohibited unless they 
are exempt in accordance with the provisions 
of the Act.
The law firm, according to the Commission, 
could be in contravention of Section 23 (1) 
read with Section 23 (2) (b), and Sections 23 
(3) (e) and 23 (3) (g).
Section 23(3)(e) prohibits agreement 

What happens is that when a board has 
resolved and make their decision with 
regards to any increment, if you are not 
happy, there are other avenues like the 
Labour law, which provides other avenues 
where you can go. So, I think I will end there. 
That's the collective decision of the board," 
he said. NHE acting manager for corporate 
communications, Tuafi Shambobabi, 
also said that it was shocking to hear that 
employees were making such demands. 
"Employees are unhappy and accusing 
management of discriminating against 
them. The issues that the employees raised 
to the union were issues that were tabled 
already internally on 9 February 2022. 
"Staff members understood that the current 
financial position of NHE can not carry 
any salary increases and bonuses, and thus 
a campaign was set up whereby we could 
bring about initiatives to boost the revenue 
and cash flows. So, it almost came as a shock 
to see that employees are still unhappy, and 
they took this out to the media," she said. 
NHE has also blasted the PSUN for taking 
internal matters at the entity into the public 
domain via an interview with the public 
broadcaster. However, the union's General 
Secretary, Matthew Hakurya, said, "The 
NHE should be disappointed by its own 
behaviour and not by us going public."
"The PSUN is recognised as the exclusive 
bargaining agent in terms of the Labour Act, 

n	 Julia Heita

The bail application ruling of two of the 
'China Town 8', Michael Amushelelo and 
Dimbulukeni Nauyoma, will be heard next 
Tuesday in the Katutura Magistrate's Court. 
Magistrate Masule Kwizi will deliver the 
ruling.
Amushelelo and Nauyoma face charges 
ranging from public violence, incitement and 
assault by threat. The two had been battling 
for bail after their arrest last week. Nauyoma 
and Amushelelo were arrested in connection 
with the shutting down of China Town last 
week, following the Namibia Revenue 
Agency's (Namra) decision to burn N$ 5 
million worth of counterfeit goods. 
Today, state prosecutor Arrie Husselmann 
submitted his final submission against the 
bail application of the two men. 
Husselmann based his argument on the 
seriousness of the case, stating that the 
allegations against the applicants are that 
as per state witness Warrant Officer Lisias 
Nakanyala.
Nakanyala, while testifying in the bail 
application, had opposed bail for the two 
saying it is not in the public's interest and the 
administration of justice. 
According to the witness statements obtained 
by Nakanyala, Amushelelo, together with 
about 50 to 100 supporters or followers, went 
to China Town in the Northern Industrial 
area, where they started to close down the 
shops owned mainly by Chinese nationals. 
"He threatened several shop owners that they 
should open their shops again. He will burn 
it down together with them," the prosecutor 
reads the testimony of Nakanyala.
Husselmann said that on 13 May 2022 
morning, Amushelelo handed himself over 
to the police at the Windhoek police station, 
and he was arrested. 
"Upon his arrest, Nauyoma organised an 
illegal gathering at China Town whereby 
they demanded the release of Amushelelo," 

he said. 
Amushelelo last Thursday went to China 
Town in Windhoek, demanding that the 
Chinese nationals close their shops as they 
too are selling fake items. 
The following morning, he handed himself 
over to the Windhoek police station. He 
demanded that he be handcuffed after Police 
Chief Inspector General Sebastian Ndeitunga 
said Amushelelo should hand himself 
over to the police for inciting violence and 
threatening.
According to Nakanyala and the witness 
statements he obtained, Nauyoma was 
requested by commissioner Natal Sakaria 

so we have all the right going forward as from 
this year to negotiate and to release press 
statements as we see fit. The recognition 
agreement is not even required by law, so 
they shouldn't even say that as if what we are 
doing is outside the law," he said.
He said PSUN found the negotiations 
ongoing, joined the workers' committee at 
the final stage when they got recognised, 
and the board first approved a N$2.3 million, 
which translated into the 60 per cent once-off 
payment. However, he said the board made a 
U-turn and rejected the same, at which point 
the union joined the meeting that attempted 
to resolve the matter. "We had a meeting with 
our members to give them feedback and get 
a further mandate where we decided that 
we had to engage the board, and in fact, we 
communicated with the team that was sent 
by the board that the union wants to see the 
board and our members agreed and that if we 
failed we would see the minister."
"The board declined our request. We said 
fine; we understand you are in a financial 
mess. You can't afford it, but now let us look 
at alternatives. What are the cost-cutting 
measures so that, come next year, we are not 
in the same situation? But the board under 
the leadership of Sam Shivute decided not to 
see us," said Hakurya. 
A letter was written to the minister, but until 
now, he remains mute, Hakurya said. 
The NHE continues to be in a deadlock with 
its board over the once-off payment.

between parties that limits or controls 
production, market outlets or access, 
technical development or investment.
Section 3(g) prohibits agreements and 
undertakings that conclude contracts 
subject to acceptance by other parties of 
supplementary conditions that by their 
nature or according to commercial usage 
have no connection with the subject of the 
contracts.
As for Bank Windhoek, their alleged 
conduct is contravening the same provision 
of Section 23 as well as section 26 (1) read 
with section 26 (2) (a), 26 (2) (b) and 26 (2) 
(d) of the Competition Act.
Section 26 deals with the abuse of the 
dominant position. It categorises the type 
of conduct on the part of one or more 
undertakings that amounts to the abuse of a 
dominant role in a market in Namibia.
Provision 2(b) of Section 26 highlighted 
that any undertaking that limits or restricts 
production, market outlets or market access, 
investment, technical development or 
technological progress can be viewed as an 
abuse of dominant position.
Section 26 (2)(d) says the conclusion of 
contracts subject to acceptance by other 
parties of supplementary conditions, which 
by their nature or according to commercial 
usage have no connection with the subject 
matter of the contracts, is viewed as an abuse 

to disperse the illegal gathering within five 
minutes. 
"He, however, ignored that instruction and 
the time that the five minutes lapsed, he 
instructed his followers not to disperse but to 
sit down." 
Husselman said only Nauyoma and accused 
three to seven refused and were arrested.
"The applicants did not follow the correct 
procedure to hold a demonstration," he 
added.
Husselmann further based his argument on 
the pair's risk of committing further offences.
He also touched on the pending cases the two 
have. 

of dominant position.
According to Pack, Bank Windhoek 
"subscribes to good corporate governance 
principles and standards and is lending its full 
support and cooperation to the Commission 
during this ongoing process".
She explained that it is accepted that a public 
regulatory institution may publish notices 
of investigations conducted in terms of the 
Namibian Competition Act, considering the 
public interest in such matters.
Pack, however, added that Bank Windhoek 
"respectfully" draws attention to the fact that 
it is an ongoing regulatory inquiry in terms of 
which submissions to the investigation still 
require to be heard, considered, and assessed 
by the Commission in order to make a final 
determination. 
The Commission is tasked to implement 
measures to increase market transparency, be 
responsible for investigating contraventions 
of the Competition Act by undertakings, and 
control mergers between undertakings.
The Commission can do the investigation 
on its own initiative or at the request of the 
minister of trade.
Furthermore, to consult with the minister of 
industry and trade on any matter which is 
of great economic or public interest. Email: 
erastus@thevillager.com.na

Amushelelo, Nauyoma To 
Hear Bail Fate Next Week 

"Amushelelo has a pending case in the High 
Court of Namibia involving more than three 
hundred charges, including fraud, money 
laundering, and tax evasion," he said. 
He added that Nauyoma was convicted of 
culpable homicide.
"He also does have a pending case in the 
Magistrates Court where he is charged 
with an offence under proclamation A 21 of 
1985." 
Husselmann further said the State feels that 
they might commit similar offences, as stated 
by Nakanyala, and that they said they are not 
going to stop unless there is compliance with 
their demands.

Last Friday, Nauyoma and others went to 
China Town to demand the shops' closure. 
They also protested for the release of 
Amushelelo, leading to police reserve 
officials using tear gas and rubber bullets to 
disperse the crowd. 
Now known as the "China Town 8", the 
arrested persons are Amushelelo, Nauyoma, 
Epafrass Mukwiilongo, Laurence Mwatile, 
Emily Mununga Annacky Amupanda, Risto 
Ithikwa and Julieta Amushelelo. Except for 
Nauyoma and Amushelelo, they were all 
released from police custody on a warning. 
The 'China Town 8' case will resume on 5 
July. 
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Amushelelo, Nauyoma To 
Hear Bail Fate Next Week 

Ex-Air Nam Employees 
Plead With Hinda Over 
Unpaid Monies

n	 Kelvin Chiringa

Frustrated ex-Air Namibia employees met 
with deputy finance minister Maureen 
Hinda-Mbuende, pleading with her to 
pressure the liquidators (Bruni & McLaren) 
to pay out their severance packages worth 
N$105 million.
The employees were led by the opposition 
shadow minister for works, Jan van Wyk 
and Popular Democratic Movement (PDM) 
lawmaker Celeste Becker. 
Three ex-Air Namibia employees, who were 
representing 500 affected colleagues, took 
the deputy minister through their misery for 
an hour before she committed to taking up 
their issue for a possible way out.
One of the major grievances is that financial 
people currently working at Air Namibia 
alongside the liquidators are being paid 
salaries, potentially depleting money 
currently in the liquidation account.
The workers said they requested the 
liquidators to pay them at least half of what 
they are owed from the money in the kitty, 
but this was denied. 
"If you are really serious about finalising this 
issue… because the longer the people are in 
the office, they are secured for a job. So, they 
can delay the process for as long as possible. 
They get the total cost to the company. They 
actually haven't lost their work like the 
rest of us that have been sitting without an 
amount for 14 months. 
"So, the longer they sit there and get paid, 
it depletes the account, the (liquidation) is 
not being finalised. We just hear, hey, what's 
wrong with you guys? You already got ex-
gratia; can't you wait? You can wait for your 
money! In the meantime, people are dying. 
People are getting out of school; people 
are losing their houses, their cars and stuff 
like that. It makes me feel like I am not a 

Namibian," they said.
So far, they have had only one meeting with 
the liquidators. 
"I don't deserve this because I worked 22 
years of my life. I wasted 22 years of my 
life with that company. All I want now and 
the rest of us want is we want to cut off the 
history and our relationship like it says in the 
Labour Act, your last day of employment 
it's called, on the letter it says involuntary 
termination of service," Hinda was told. 
They also said that their pension money, as 
well as their ex-gratia, were all fully taxed, 
and they do not know whether the same will 
happen if they are to get their severance.
"We haven't received any tax certificates 
with regards to that, and we need to file with 
your ministry, and nobody can assist us in 
getting those tax certificates," they also said. 
It's been 14 months now without their 
severance package. 
They said so far, between 10 to 15 ex-Air 
Namibia employees have managed to get 
jobs elsewhere while the rest continue to 
wallow in the cold. 
They also said that they have lost seven of 
their colleagues to death and that Hinda 
was their last hope in their pursuit for their 
package.
The workers failed at labour because the 
employer is no longer in existence, as the 
Labour Act provides an employer versus an 
employee.
In the meantime, Hinda said her ministry 
would need time to go through their case and 
has asked for two weeks.
"We are all Namibians. I know when things 
get tough, one questions your own position, 
but we all deserve equal treatment. We will 
look into this matter. Obviously, you would 
also know that when it is under liquidation 
there are also legal limitations," she said. 

We Don't Believe 
We Mistreated Our 
Workers - Namib Mills

n	 Justicia Shipena

Namibia Mills Namibia says it does not 
believe it mistreated its workers.
This was revealed by the grain processing 
company's commercial manager Pieter 
van Niekerk at the signing ceremony of a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with 
Solidarity Union on wage increments and 
conditions of employment.
The MoU states that the employees will 
receive a 7.5 per cent increment in basic 
wage backdated from 1 July 2021 to 30 June 
2023. This includes a full payback inclusive 
of overtime, and 7.5 per cent worked as of 1 
July 2021.
"We do not believe our workers were 
mistreated. If there is, we are working with 
the union. Our workers are essential to us," 
said Van Niekerk.
He added that if there is any mistreatment, 
they will work with the employees and the 
union to solve it. 
"I'm not saying anyone cannot make a 
mistake. If there are problems, we will put 
effort into fixing them. I think they're one 
or two cases in which we are busy with the 
union where they felt that the employee 
was not treated as they should. We are busy 
investigating it. We will solve, but again 
these things have to be investigated and 
handled properly."
He stated that he was not aware of anyone 
striking at their facilities. 
"We have been continuing our business 
as usual. There is a contract between the 
employees and employer, so I am not aware 
of former strikes that happened at any time," 
he said.
Van Niekerk said reaching an agreement 
with the workers and union shows that we 
can do this by working together instead of 

relying on violence or illegal practices. 
He stated that Namibia has got strong labour 
law, and employees who partake in illegal 
strikes will be disciplined. 
"We have a very transparent disciplinary 
code, which is why we need to work with the 
union. This shows how parties work together, 
and we can work together for a better future. 
We want to move forward from here, and we 
are positive about the outcome."

NEGOTIATIONS CONCLUDED 
While the secretary-general of Solidarity 
Union, John Paparo, said the two parties 
concluded the outstanding wage agreement.
"What transpired on Wednesday is that 
we finalised the rule of the strike. We were 
supposed to notify the company within 
48 hours, and the same day, we received a 
revised position from the company, which 
was a new mandate that we took to our 
members yesterday, and our members were 
happy with it," he said. 
According to Paparo, the agreement could 
have an impact on both parties. 
"The principle of no work, no pay could 
apply, and the workers could hold the labour 
on which can directly or indirectly impact."
He added that the signing of the agreement to 
conclude the negotiation process. 
"This is a win-win situation, whatever we 
sign. We sign on the workers' mandate, 
meaning the workers are happy with the offer 
on the table," said Paparo.
The MoU also states that the company 
will make a 7.5 per cent payment for all 
employees who retired during the negotiating 
period.
"The wage increment for the period, as 
agreed upon between parties, will be deemed 
to have been implemented on the 1 May 
2022 with an increase of 7.5 per cent being 

payable on or about 25 May 2022," the MoU 
reads. 
It also says Namib Mills will affect all 
outstanding payments of wage increment 
that relate to the period 1 July 2021 to 31 
May 2022 on or about 25 June 2022.
"It is hereby concluded that all matters 
pertaining to July 2021 to June 2023 
negotiations has been concluded, and it is 
hereby confirmed that no outstanding issue 
exists."
It further touches on future negotiations; 
wage negotiations for 1 July 2023 to 30 June 
2024 will commence in May 2023.
Earlier this year, about 80 workers of Namib 
Mills downed tools in protest of what they 
say have been harsh working conditions.
At that time, the employees, the manual 
labour they are subjected to is stiff, and the 
management has refused to engage them in 
a solution.
"We get warnings at work for very small 
reasons. You get a warning, and then the next 
day, they fire you. Just this week, three people 
were fired," Thomas Angula, a worker from 
the company, an employee at Namib Mills, 
had said.
While the secretary-general of the Namibia 
Wholesalers & Retail Workers Union 
(NWRWU), Victor Hamunyela, previously 
said that the union received complaints from 
its members about the conduct of Namib 
Mills.
Last year, the company's Walvis Bay branch 
handed two employees letters notifying them 
of disciplinary hearings after the employees 
complained about unsafe working 
conditions, following which the Solidarity 
Union threatened to approach the labour 
court.
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Cran Cautions Eagle FM 
on Airing Foul Language
n	 Staff Writer

Namibia's communications regulatory 
body Cran has cautioned talk radio station 
Eagle FM against the broadcast of explicit 
language on its station.
The caution comes after a former Eagle FM 
presenter allowed a caller to make sexual and 
explicit remarks on air.
"From the onset, we place on record that the 
Authority takes full exception to offensive 
and strong language used in the excerpt. 
The fact that the Eagle FM presenter simply 
laughed at said comments aggravates our 
stance on this matter," read a letter from 
Cran CEO Emilia Nghikembua to Eagle FM 
in possession of The Villager.
Nghikembua further states that the station 
should note that the language used is not 
only a material breach of condition 5 of the 
Broadcasting Code but also does not reflect 
sound and acceptable broadcasting ethics.
"To this end, the Authority hereby cautions 
Eagle FM that in terms of rule 5 of 
Broadcasting code, radio broadcasters may 
not broadcast material which contains, or 
which judged within the context to contain, 
sexual conduct which degrades a person 
in the sense that it advocates a particular 
form of hatred based on gender or sexual 
orientation and which constitutes incitement 
to cause harm."
She said Cran would be actively supervising 
Eagle FM's broadcast activities to test 
compliance with the broadcasting code and 
license conditions.
She further requested the station to provide it 
with a revised editorial policy.
Eagle FM management said the radio station 
does not encourage callers to use foul 
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One can place Messages of any events 
including (Promotion, Invitations, Birthday 
wishes, Funeral Notices) and any 
announcement you wish to Announce on 
a national level starting from N$3.50 
per message.

language or anything sexual. 
The incident cited by Cran involves a caller 
who took the hosts by surprise.
The listener who used foul language might 
have realised that the host of the Free Your 
Mind show on that particular day does not 
understand Oshiwambo.
"Eagle FM operates in uncharted waters as 
a pioneering talk radio station in Namibia. 
Our veteran callers understand our code of 
conduct. 
"However, we get new callers who mistake 
the Free Your Mind show to mean that they 
can say anything, including the use of foul 
language," a statement from the management

 said.
According to the statement, one of the hosts 
who understands Oshiwambo, and was 
expected to stop the caller but did not, has 
been taken off the programme.
The statement said veteran radio hosts either 
condemn the callers who use foul language 
or cut the calls to avoid further use of foul 
language.
"One of our regular callers was suspended 
from calling for three months when he 
condoned rape.
"Be that as it may, we apologise for the 
use of foul language and will act promptly 
whenever such incidents happen."

Nudo Youth Urged to 
Desist from Internal and 
Traditional Disputes

n	 Uakutura Kambaekua

National Unity Democratic Organisation 
Youth League (NUDOYL) secretary 
Veparura Kandirikiria has cautioned the 
youth league against interfering with 
traditional scabbles and internal infights 
within the party structures but to instead 
remain impartial. 
Kandirikiria said this following the youth 
league congress, which took place over the 
weekend, and elected its top nine youth 
leaders.
Nudo party has been a fierce advocate of the 
Ovaherero Traditional Authority affairs over 
the years, but the youth were cautioned to 
steer clear of traditional disputes.
The party during the weekend also resolved 
and approved the strategic action plan with 
amendments from the SG's office and the 
head of Policies Innovations and Enterprises 
to make the adjustments and present it at the 
first National Council Meeting.
Kandirikiria said Nudo youth will also 
promote their involvement in the political 
process, promote the acquisition of political 
power by young people, and promote the 
party's policies and practices.
He said these are consistent with the 
advancement of democracy and legislation 
and policies important to young people to 
increase popular government's efficiency 
and provide the highest degree of justice and 
social welfare for the country's citizens.
He said the party's fundamental goal remains 
to construct a united, non-racial, non-sexist, 
democratic and prosperous society in 
Namibia.
He added that the youth league's purpose is 
to advance Nudo's highest principles, foster 
and maintain democratic procedures in the 
party, and support Nudo party candidates of 

integrity for public office and party positions.
Nudo president Esther Muinjangue officiated 
the congress, while the National Youth 
Council was represented. 115 delegates were 
in attendance representing all 14 regions.
Elections were done by three commissioners 
as mandated by the youth league's 
constitution. 
Kandirikirira also stated that the youth 
league will be nationalised hence the 20 
directly elected members of the NYC who 
were elected to represent all 14 regions 
thoroughly.
"Now it's in our hands as a collective 
leadership to have outreached programmes 
in all the 121 constituencies and continue to 
recruit more members. We will have more 
activities in Kavango West /East, Zambezi, 
Oshana, Ohangwena, Harap, Oshikoto and 
others. We will continue to capacitate youths 
in all our regions," he added.
He said the youth league will create a 
department for charity to avail any types of 
equipment that will able the party to attract 
and boost its votes in the regions, especially 
where they failed dismally. "The plan is to 
ensure that the party increases more seats in 
the coming elections at all cost," he said.

Nudo youth league has elected Golden 
Katjatako as the National Chairperson to be 
deputised by Haimbanga Olavi Handumbo. 
Incumbent interim secretary-general of the 
youth league Veparura Kandirikirira
has landed the position of SG and will 
be deputised by Laqueen Christof. Other 
national leaders include Motjavi Katjimune 
as the treasurer, Uejaa Ndiombe as deputy 
treasurer, and Tjivikara Kamenje as the 
national organiser to be deputised by 
Schusmeither Uazengisa. The youth league's 
head of policies, innovation and enterprise 
position went to Raul Kaivere Katjizeu.
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on Airing Foul Language
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ENTERTAINMENT

Channel 4 News didn't do itself any 
favours, says Nadine Dorries

I learned to sing using YouTube - and 
now it's my career

Channel 4 News has sometimes not 
done itself "any favours" in terms of 
impartiality, Nadine Dorries has said.
The culture secretary - who is pushing 
for the network to be privatised - rejected 
claims she was seeking vengeance 
against it as "laughable".
But she told MPs she would not "justify 
a news organisation whose anchor went 
out to shout obscenities at Tories" - a 
reference to claims about Jon Snow.
Ms Dorries also branded the BBC licence 
fee "unfair".
She told the the Commons culture 
committee a review of how the BBC is 
funded would start before Parliament's 
summer recess at the end of July.
The minister told the MPs she was 
looking for an independent chair to lead 
the review and would be "completely 
hands-off".
Asked whether she personally still 
wanted to abolish the licence fee, Ms 
Dorries replied: "Yes, the licence fee is 
an unfair way of funding the BBC."
Conservative MP Damian Green asked 
the minister if, given she had made up 
her mind, the consultation was "a sham".
Ms Dorries insisted it was not, adding 
that it was "time for a modern, fair way 
of funding the BBC - what that is, I don't 

n	 Angie Brown

Frankie Mack was working as a holiday 
rep in Tenerife when a recently-bereaved 
man asked him to sing his late wife's 
favourite song on stage.
He spent all afternoon practising for the 
evening show, then gave it his best shot.
"I was absolutely terrible," he says. 
"I'm embarrassed at how bad I was at 
singing."
But his performance of Dean Martin's 
Little Ole Wine Drinker Me went down 
so well with the widower and the hotel 
guests it set Frankie on a new course.
He set about learning how to sing by 
watching YouTube videos - and he now 
earns a living as a professional singer.
The 28-year-old, from Edinburgh, taught 
himself by searching for breathing tips 
and vocal exercises.
"I would also study how my favourite 
singers such as Robbie Williams, Fred 
Astaire and Michael Buble would sing, 
and even their mannerisms," he says.
"I was learning a song a week until I had 
about 45 minutes worth of material."
At the age of 22, he finished the season 
in Tenerife and flew back to the UK, 
where he auditioned for a singing job on 
a cruise ship.
However, 13 people auditioned and 
Frankie was the only one who did not 
receive a job offer.
He went back to Edinburgh and was 
sitting in a pub in Leith when he told the 
bar owner of his bad luck at missing out 
on the cruise ship jobs.
"She told me I was not to give up," he 
says. "I was to buy some equipment and 
do it myself.
"She then said I could even sing in her 
pub every Friday."
Frankie bought a speaker and a 
microphone and started singing in her 

have an opinion".
The culture secretary also defended her 
decision to privatise Channel 4, arguing 
it would prevent the network from being 
too reliant on revenues from advertising.
Pressed on why she had not recently 
appeared on the broadcaster's news 
programme, she said she got on "really 
well" with Cathy Newman, one of the 
presenters, but that invitations to appear 
often came at "really short notice".
She said the programme was "edgy", 
but added: "I'm not going to justify a 
news programme whose new anchor 
went out shouting obscenities about the 
Conservative Party.
"So they didn't do themselves any favours 
sometimes on the news programme and I 
think that is probably as much as I want 
to say about that."
In 2017, Conservative MPs attacked the 
programme's presenter Jon Snow, after 
a claim he shouted obscenities about 
Conservatives - although Mr Snow said 
he did not have any recollection of the 
incident.
But Ms Dorries, said it was "laughable" 
when asked if selling Channel 4 was 
"vengeance" for its news coverage.
Channel 4 has objected to the 
government's privatisation plans, saying 

pub, then in care homes in the area.
"I absolutely loved it," he says. "I loved 
singing in the care homes and loved 
meeting people."
Frankie decided to fly back to Tenerife as 
a singer, where he ended up winning best 
newcomer at the Tenerife Entertainment 
Awards in 2019. "All the singers and 
entertainers in the Canaries enter this 
award, so to win best newcomer was 
just incredible - especially after teaching 
myself from YouTube in such a short 
space of time," he says. His social media 
followers surged and he decided to try to 
make it in the US.
He entered the Reel Awards in Las Vegas 

it was "disappointing" that ministers 
had made their decision despite 
"significant public interest concerns" 
over privatisation.
Ms Dorries insisted the move would 
allow Channel 4 to raise investment and 
that it was "a great time to sell".
Chief executive Alex Mahon said 
privatisation would "make a negative 
impact on the creative industries across 
the UK".
During the question session with MPs, 
Ms Dorries also praised streaming 
service Netflix, which she said had "an 
incredibly generous system".
"I mean my mum has access to my 
account. I have Netflix but there are four 
other people who can use my Netflix 
account in different parts of the country."
"Am I not supposed to do that?," she 
added with a laugh.
Netflix has previously said users 
sharing their passports with others was 
"something you have to learn to live 
with".
However, following a fall in subscribers, 
the company has suggested it wants to 
crack down on the practice.
-BBC

in 2020, where he won the rising star 
accolade for his swing tribute.
The Vegas Reel Awards are held over 
three days for hundreds of singers and 
impersonators from around the world. 
Frankie performed six songs in his set.
"This was the point I realised I belonged 
on a stage," he says.
"I was bringing joy to the audience and 
it felt like it was the reason why I'm here 
in the world." Frankie has returned to 
Scotland as part of a 15-date UK tour. He 
will then go back out to Tenerife where 
he has been working for three years.
He also has a Facebook Live page where 
about 20,000 fans watch him do a show 

every Sunday.
"I'm recognised all the time when I'm 
walking in the street all over the UK, it's 
very overwhelming and surprising," he 
says. "It's a weird sensation when people 
you don't know start speaking to you like 
they know you.
"They know that I grew up in Leith and 
that I was a shy overweight teenager. Just 
a few years ago I wasn't even a singer." 
Frankie now has a string of swing and 
jazz songs in his repertoire.
A video of the time he sang with Michael 
Buble at one of the star's shows has 
reached more than 87,000 views on 
social media.
Frankie says he had met the singer at 

a hotel pool - that video has had 1.4 
million views.
"He asked which row I was sitting in at 
his show that night, and got me to sing 
with him at his concert in Las Vegas," 
Frankie says.
"I felt incredible. I literally played that 
moment 10,000 times in my head before 
I even went to the show.
"I told people I was going to sing with 
him and everyone laughed. When it 
happened I couldn't really believe it 
myself." Frankie says he was proud at 
the response from the audience - and 
Michael Buble himself had quipped: 
"You're not taking my gig."
-BBC
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South Africa has entered a new 
phase of the COVID pandemic: 
what that means

Confirmed cases of SARS-CoV-2 have been increasing 
in South Africa in recent weeks. This has been largely 
driven by two offspring – known as the BA.4 and BA.5 
sub-lineages – of the Omicron variant first identified in 
South Africa late last year.
What’s notable about the most recent spike is that there 
are a number of differences between what the country 
is currently experiencing and the first four waves of 
COVID-19 in South Africa.
Firstly, nearly all South Africans now have some form of 
immunity. This is due to either having been exposed to 
the virus, or being vaccinated, or a combination of both .
Secondly, the current resurgence has only seen a small 
increase in hospitalisations. And, so far, a very minor 
increase in excess mortality.
Thirdly, the current resurgence is the result of a sub-
lineages of the variant (Omicron) that caused the fourth 
wave. The shift to resurgences driven by sub-lineages 
rather than new variants potentially heralds a change in 
the evolutionary pattern of the virus and a move to it 
becoming endemic.
Lastly, the country currently has the lowest level of 
restrictions in place compared to any period since the 
start of the pandemic.
These differences matter because they have important 
implications for interpretation of COVID-19 trends and 
the associated response. They show that South Africa 
appears to have entered a new phase of the epidemic.
In this new phase, the high population-level immunity 
in South Africa likely means that in the absence of a 
new, more severe variant, future spikes in infections are 
unlikely to result in large increases in hospitalisations 
and deaths.
This makes it increasingly difficult to use the same 
definitions and interpret the data in the same way as 
during the past two years. And it means that the country 
needs new ways to monitor risk which, in turn, will 
inform potential policies to protect the health system as 
well as individual risk mitigation.
For example, the current patterns demonstrate that 
in a context such as South Africa with high levels of 
population immunity, it is possible to have a substantial 
surge in transmission that does not overwhelm the health 
system, even without putting new restrictions into place.
What next
Current short term trends in case numbers and the 
proportion of tests that are positive suggest that there is 
a high level of virus transmission. But changes in testing 
patterns through time mean these numbers are no longer 
directly comparable to previous waves.
The most recent data also suggest that the rate of 
increase of new cases is beginning to slow. Over the next 
few weeks, we could see a peak and decline in reported 
cases and test positivity, as we’ve grown accustomed 
to seeing, or an extended plateau with a relatively high 
level of transmission.
Moving forward, we expect that case numbers will rise 
and fall. However the peaks and troughs of transmission 
will be less dramatic than previously seen. And it’s 
possible that periods of high transmission may become 
seasonal in nature, as seen with other respiratory viruses.
The exact SARS-CoV-2 transmission patterns will 
be driven by a complex interplay between seasonal 
influences, viral evolution, waning of immunity against 
infection (and perhaps disease), and demographic 
processes that drive long-term changes in population 
susceptibility.

The availability of vaccinations and booster doses, 
and high rates of infection in the population to date, 
will mean that reported case numbers will become less 
reliable as an indicator of infection risk or a predictor of 
hospital admissions and deaths.
What matters now is whether there is sufficient 
monitoring in place to detect major changes in time to 
respond. Changes could include increases in disease 
severity or susceptibility. Such monitoring will help 
ensure that the country’s health system doesn’t become 
overwhelmed.
It is also important that individuals have enough 
information to make decisions to protect themselves. 
Assessment of individual risk factors will also inform 
individuals’ behaviour (such as mask wearing and 
amount of contact with others). Those at the highest 
risk of severe disease may choose to avoid high-risk 
situations, particularly when transmission is high.
What matters
No perfect metrics exist for monitoring the force of 
infection. But there are several indicators that may be 
useful.
First, the proportion of tests that are positive is a valuable 
indicator of short-term trends, with changes generally 
correlated to increasing or decreasing transmission.
Similarly, sustained increases in case numbers, or 
resurgences, remain good indicators of short-term 
increases in transmission because they focus on increases 
relative to very recent observations.
Over the longer term, however, other time-varying 
factors come into play. These include:
• the proportion of tests that are PCR vs antigen
• changes in reporting practices.
Both of these factors affect the likelihood that someone 
infected with SARS-CoV-2 will be detected and counted 
as a case, changing the meaning of reported case numbers 
with respect to underlying circulation of the virus.
Finally, data on the concentration of SARS-CoV-2 
genomic material in wastewater can be used to assess 
trends in community-level transmission. The South 
African Medical Research Council provides a dashboard 
showing trends in SARS-CoV-2 RNA concentration 
for many of the country’s most populous districts. The 
NICD also releases weekly reports showing longer-term 
trends and the genomic breakdown of samples detected 
and an interactive dashboard.
All of these indicators provide useful information about 
the trajectory of community level transmission. But none 
of them translates into individual infection risk, risk 
of severe disease, or risk of overwhelming the health 
system.
Use of masks and avoiding crowded or poorly-ventilated 
indoor spaces and large gatherings can still be important 
tools to reduce risk of infection during times of relatively 
high transmission. In addition, vaccination remains the 
most effective tool for reducing individual-level risk of 
severe illness.

Michelle J. Groome
Head of the Division of Public Health Surveillance and 
Response, National Institute for Communicable Diseases
Juliet Pulliam
Director: SACEMA, South African Centre for 
Epidemiological Modelling & Analysis (SACEMA)
Sheetal Silal
Director: Modelling and Simulation Hub, Africa 
(MASHA), University of Cape Town

The test of any action is not when the actors carry it out and 
people engage in a cat and mouse game with the police. The 
real test of whether an effort has had the desired effect is 
when there is change, not just change but the desired change.
Namibia has seen several demonstrations in the distant past 
and the recent past. Every time there is a demonstration, the 
media goes into overdrive, and emotions whip up the nation. 
One, the #shutitalldown demonstrations rocked Windhoek, 
and the organisers spoke about turning it into an annual 
event. The youth dressed in black came out in huge numbers 
to march and sing and demanded an end to sexual harassment.
The youth also demanded the resignation of the gender 
minister Doreen Sioka whom they accused of failing women 
and children. They handed over a list of demands to the 
government officials for action. They fought the police, and 
some journalists were caught in the crossfire. Then it all died 
down, and today the #shutitalldown is history.
Today, we are still shrinking every time we hear about another 
woman killed or raped by their spouse. We are here today 
shuddering every time we hear about a child raped by a 
relative. 
Before the #shutitalldown was the mass campaign for land 
driven by Affirmative Repositioning. Like the#shutitalldown 
that has faded into the shadows of time, the Affirmative 
Repositioning campaign for land awakened the nation and 
the youth besieged municipalities demanding land. They 
submitted applications for land, and deadlines were set. 
We are sitting here today still without land while the 
applications we submitted could now be either ash or floating 
in some sewerage somewhere in Windhoek.
The anti-Chinese demonstrations led by the NEFF could end 
where all the other protests ended - into nothingness. One 
reason why most demonstrations fail is that the demands 
do not make much sense. If one takes the demand by the 
#shutitalldown organisers that gender minister Doreen Sioka 
should resign, it does not make any sense. There is no way that 
sensible people can blame a whole social structural problem 
on one person. Gender-based violence has been there before 
Doreen Sioka and will be there after Doreen Sioka has gone. 
It would have made sense had the organisers demanded major 
changes to correct what is structurally wrong with the society. 
Laws alone cannot stop the gender-based violence tide. There 
are underlying issues that need to be resolved if Namibia will 
end gender-based violence.
The demand for land could have worked if the organisers 
had been clear on what would have happened regarding the 
provision of water, electricity and all other services needed. 
It would have worked had the organisers demanded a change 
in how the municipalities sell land. The demand for free land 
was and still is a non-starter.
The NEFF-led demonstration and demands, too, will lose 
meaning and value with time. One of the reasons is that NEFF 
is targeting Chinese-owned businesses with accusations of 
poor working conditions and low salaries. In the process, 
NEFF seems to forget conveniently too that there are black 
businesspeople who are treating their workers worse than 
what the Chinese are doing.
One of NEFF's demands that the Chinese stop sexually 
exploiting Namibian women is as ignorant as it can because 
the Chinese are not the only businesspeople who use female 
workers.
One will understand the call for the Chinese to open up 
wholesale shops, but to accuse them of snatching some other 
man's girlfriend is lowering the value of the demands. 
While it is imperative to assist and protect Namibian business 
people, we should not forget that there is no way a country can 
ever do without foreign investments. As it is, doing business 
in Namibia is not easy. To demand that it should be made 
more stringent is asking for too much.
Even the demand that NamRa should be disbanded does not 
make sense. We need to separate issues on whether they want 
Sam Shivute gone or NamRa to go.

Let The Demonstration 
Not Go To Waste
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Big Lips

M ost often, we fail not because we 
do not know what we need to do. 
We fail not because we are lazy. 
We fail not because there are no 

policies.
But most of the times, we fail because of our 
planning that does not factor in the future. Most of 
our policies, despite being fertile with ideas, seem 
not to be forward looking.
While the private sector’s work on alleviating 
the devastating effects of Covid-19 should be 
applauded, this could also be the time when the 
nation needs to look into the future.
We are all aware of how tricky and sly Covid-19 
could be, and that should be the reason why 
we need also need to foxy like the virus in our 
planning.
Maybe, we can start by making a wish-list of what 
the nation desperately needs at the moment. Of 
course, the issue of Covid-19 can be a desperate 
situation but honestly there are other situations too.
From the look of things, all our eyes on Covid-19, 
which is great but by so doing we miss other 
important stuff that matter to our everyday living. 
It also appears that we are putting all our resources 
on Covid-19, while other areas that need resources 
are currently unattended to.
Having a wish-list could go a long way in guiding 
us on how best we can deal with our challenges and 
what time as well as resources we should commit.
One thing that has happened and is still happening 
with Covid-19 is the lack of a centralised approach 
on how to manage resources. 
Come to think of it, one would have thought that 
creating some Covid-19 board to manage and 
allocate all the resources could have ensured that 
every region benefitted from whatever is there.
Such a board could have been separate from the 
existing government structures but work with the 
relevant ministries to minimise any red tape and 
duplication of roles.
What is likely to happen if Covid-19 slows down is 
that the country will be left with infrastructure they 
may not need in the future. 
Of course, one might argue that these are field 
hospitals, but the financial resources being 
committed now can trigger some headache.
The whole scenario should teach us that to 
overcome any situation, we need to plan and 
understand out next step. This ad hoc approach 
leaves us hanging and wanting.
For example, the situation in schools is dire right 
now and the numbers seem to be growing. The 
education ministry has no clue as to how they can 
deal with this. 
Most of the Covid-19 cases in schools are from the 
communities. This means that while it is a good 
thing for those helping the government to deal with 
Covid-19, someone should have thought of putting 
up field hostels at some schools too.
As it is, what is happening is that Covid-19 
is allowed to fester and ‘prosper’ within the 
communities with the hope that the hospitals will 
take care of the numbers.
Had there been a centralised approach to dealing 
with, not only Covid-19, but everything that 
affects us, most of the confusion could be lessened.
The good thing is that we can still do something 
about this. We have the resources, the skills and 
what we need is the will to implement this.

Diversified 
Thinking 
Could 

Save Us

n Dr Panduleni Itula

W e first met in 1974 at Augusteneum when he was in 
matric and a prefect in Form 1.
He was a marathon runner who collapsed after winning 
the Augusteneum Marathon in 1974 for his yellow team.

He went to South Africa to study in 1975 and return as a teacher at the 
then Katutura Secondary school now Shifidi.
It was in his two-room house in Gemengde 2 near AE Steenkamp Primary 
School, that we held SWAPO youth league (SYL) meetings.
It was at these two rooms that we were squashed whenever we give the 
would-be escapees their final orders before transporting them to Gobabis 
and the Botswana border en-route to Francis Town and Lusaka.
In these two rooms he shared with Charles Sihani and Crispian Matongo 
after the latter two were made persona non grata in the then Caprivi.
We were elected together at Mandume in June 1978 to the Windhoek 
Branch together with others such as Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia 
Nambinga and Christopher Haukongo as Chairperson.
It was at his two-room house that we the Youth departed in a bus to Town 
to hold a “Silent Demonstration" against the DTA on 3rd December 1978, 
were many youths including Ambassador extraordinaire Janet Isaacs 
were beaten and arrested.

March Hausiku
A lament to a 

struggle companion

At the beginning of 1979, we were both arrested on subsequent months 
under the Terorrosme Act, AG 26, for the so-called prevention of political 
violence and AG 9 terrorism.
We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis' Cell 2 in 1979, together 
with Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, 
Esegiel /Uirab, Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton 
Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson 
Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, 
Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo dha Mukwiilongo 
and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal SWAPO 
Leaders from all over Namibia.
We were then transferred to Windhoek Central prison in November 1979 
and placed under Solitary Confinement most of the time and released 
under House Arrest in January 1980. He was rearranged several times 
in Osire. 
Some 37 years later, we were to start the SWAPO Party School together 
as Rector and Lecturer on legal and Constitutional governance.
Never have I felt a loss of a struggle companion as much when this 
potentially curable disease is allowed to engulf and rob our country from 
some of our best institutional memories.
Go well cell mate the battle is long to be won. 
(Prisoner No. AG 26- 82)

“

“

We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis’ Cell 2 in 1979, together with 
Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, Esegiel /Uirab, 
Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath 
and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, 
Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo 

dha Mukwiilongo and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal 
SWAPO Leaders from all over Namibia
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HEALTH

n	 Stephen Starr

Holmes County in northeastern 
Ohio is a typical Midwestern 
community in the United 
States.
Large red barns dot the 

rolling landscape. Trucks carrying freshly 
cut lumber boom through village streets. 
Woods and lakes dominate the landscape 
between villages named Berlin, Strasburg 
and Dresden.
But in many ways, this is a place far from 
typical: At a time when approximately 
77 percent of the wider United States 
population has received at least one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine, only about 19 
percent of Holmes County residents have 
– one of the lowest county-level rates in 
the country.
Approximately half of Holmes County’s 
50,000 residents are members of the Amish 
community, a traditional Christian group 
that largely eschews modern technology 
and farms land in rural areas mainly in 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York.
Living an agrarian, communal lifestyle 
with faith and family ties at its core, few 
Amish community members in the county 
have been vaccinated, experts quoted in 
local media reports have suggested.

Inside the US communities where 
many are still unvaccinated

As the US surpassed one million 
COVID-19 deaths on Tuesday, according 
to Johns Hopkins University data, and 
as serious side effects from getting 
vaccinated – initially a leading cause of 
hesitancy – are found to be rare, 67 percent 
of Americans are fully vaccinated.
But that still means more than 100 million 
people have not received a COVID-19 
vaccination, despite efforts from a diverse 
group, ranging from local health clinics 
to the White House, encouraging people 
to do so. Health experts have said taking 
all three vaccinations currently available 
to Americans is the best way to avoid 
COVID-19 hospitalisation and death.
‘Government control’
Marcus Yoder, who runs a local heritage 
centre in Berlin, a village in the heart of 
Ohio Amish country, attributed the low 
vaccination rate in Holmes County to 
many of the same reasons people across 
the Appalachia region are not getting 
vaccinated.
“One is a concern about government 
control; people also hear negative things 
in the media,” he told Al Jazeera. “There’s 
also a pragmatism – people are saying, 
‘Well, I’ve already had the virus, what’s 
the point of getting vaccinated?'”
The county has one of the lowest 

COVID-19 infection rates in the US, 
but experts believe that reflects a near 
absence of testing and reporting. Local 
health officials in Holmes County last year 
reported having to add new wings to their 
medical centres to cope with surges in 
infections.
According to the county’s annual health 
report for 2021, close to one-quarter of 
all Holmes County deaths last year were 
COVID-19 related, compared with a US-
wide rate of 13 percent.
While officials at the Holmes County 
Health District declined to speak to Al 
Jazeera, the total number of reported 
deaths in 2020 and 2021 in the county 
rose by nearly a third compared with 2019. 
As in other communities, that increase is 
likely attributable to COVID-19.
None of the Amish residents of Holmes 
County who shared their views on 
vaccinations and masks with Al Jazeera 
wished to be named. One woman working 
at a used book store in Berlin said she was 
unsure about the jab’s safety, having heard 
from friends that it could cause significant 
side effects. “I have heard of many people 
getting the virus even after they got 
vaccinated,” she said.
Holmes County health officials have 
reached out to local members of the 

clergy, Amish community leaders and 
held clinics in rural areas in an effort to 
boost vaccinations. But continued low 
vaccination rates suggest those efforts have 
not worked; in October, Holmes County 
Health Commissioner Michael Derr was 
quoted by local media as saying, “We’re 
inching away at it.”
Randy Kaesberg, who lives in Holmes 
County but is not Amish, said he was 
aware of the area’s low vaccination 
rate, but was trying not to be concerned. 
“Concern is a strong word. I’m aware of it. 
I don’t want to be concerned about things I 
can’t control,” he told Al Jazeera.
Kaesberg and his wife run a local store in 
Berlin, where unvaccinated shoppers are 
still asked to wear a mask. “I don’t need 
others to do as I do. But a lot of other 
people – if you don’t do as they do – then 
you get some attitude.”
Nationwide issue
But vaccine hesitancy is not isolated to 
Ohio’s Amish community.
Overall, Ohio is the eighth-least vaccinated 
state in the country, with almost 37 percent 
not getting a single dose. Places across 
the US have similar rates. For example, in 
Storey County, Nevada, just less than 30 
percent of the population has received one 
jab, according to local health figures.

“You see it all over. It’s just a right-wing 
thought that this vaccine is bad, that it’s 
going to sterilise people, that there’s 
a microchip in it that can track you,” 
said James Moos, a commissioner and 
Democrat in Montana’s McCone County, 
where just 18 percent of residents have 
received a jab.
“People say it’s been developed too 
quickly; well, people didn’t know what 
was going to happen with the polio 
vaccine, but they did it.”
He said he and his wife, as well as the 
county’s two other commissioners – 
both Republicans – are vaccinated. But 
the issue of vaccinations has roiled the 
community. At the height of the pandemic 
in 2020, a local school had to cancel sports 
competitions due to the spread of the virus, 
angering parents.
He added that efforts to reach people 
included sending a mobile vaccination 
clinic around the largely rural county 
last year. But while the McCone 
County Health Center continues to offer 
vaccination appointments on a weekly 
basis, people remain hesitant. “One good 
thing is that the health centre mandated 
that all its employees be vaccinated,” said 
Moos, adding that the centre is the largest 
employer in the county. “I don’t know how 
they managed that.”
While many areas with low vaccination 
rates are rural or have low population 
densities – McCone County’s 1,700 
residents live in an area larger than the 
state of Delaware – that does not mean 
people have escaped the virus.
“Nearly 10 percent of the country lived 
in areas where less than half of the adult 
population was vaccinated as of November 
2021,” a recent Pew Research report found. 
“Death rates in these low-vaccination 
counties were roughly twice what they 
were in counties that had 80 percent or 
more of their population vaccinated.”
Today, as the last pandemic-related 
restrictions are lifted across the country, 
the US is not out of the woods yet. The 
BA.2 variant, already taking hold in 
Europe, has been recorded to be on the rise 
in New York City and New York state.
But for Marcus Yoder in Holmes County, 
talking to and interacting with Amish 
friends and contacts suggests a change in 
attitude in the community.
He said now that most of the broader 
US population is vaccinated, and side 
effects from getting the shot are not a 
major concern, scepticism may be falling. 
“People,” he said, “are starting to get used 
to the idea of being vaccinated.”
-Al Jazeera
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Sri Lanka’s central bank governor says 
he will stay in his position given an 
improvement in political stability in the 
midst of an economic crisis, and he would 
not step down as he had earlier warned.
Governor P Nandalal Weerasinghe also 
said on Thursday that the Central Bank 
of Sri Lanka had nearly finalised plans 
to restructure the country’s debt and 
proposals would be submitted to the 
cabinet soon, possibly by Friday.
The development comes as Sri Lanka fell 
into default, for the first time in its history, 
as the government struggles to halt its 
economic meltdown.
The nation of 22 million people is battling 
a devastating economic crisis as tax cuts 
by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa drained 
government coffers, COVID-19 hit the 
important tourism industry and rising oil 
prices emptied foreign exchange reserves.
On May 11 Weerasinghe had told reporters 
he would resign in two weeks in the 
absence of political stability as any steps 
the bank took to address the economic 
crisis would not be successful amid 
political turmoil.
Speaking to reporters after his bank 
announced it was holding its key lending 
and borrowing rates steady on Thursday, 
Weerasinghe said there had been positive 
political developments.
“Earlier, there was no prime minister and 
no cabinet. Comparatively, there has been 
significant improvement,” he said.
“We now have fresh appointments. We 
have also seen that our measures are 

Sri Lanka slips into default, central 
bank head agrees to stay on

working well. I would like to see a finance 
minister appointed. Now we are seeing 
improvement, so I think on that basis I 
intend to continue,” he said.
Opposition parliamentarian Ranil 
Wickremesinghe was named prime 
minister last week and he has made four 
cabinet appointments. However, he has yet 
to name a finance minister.
‘We cannot repay’
As a 30-day so-called grace period to 
make some already-overdue bond interest 

payments expired on Wednesday, Sri 
Lanka fell into default, the government 
acknowledged.
“We are in preemptive default. There can 
be technical definitions … From their 
side, they can consider it a default. Our 
position is very clear, until there is a debt 
restructure, we cannot repay,” Weerasinghe 
told reporters.
The coupon payments, originally due April 
18, were worth $78m combined on notes 
maturing 2023 and 2028.

The central bank held rates steady following 
a massive 7 percentage point increase at its 
previous meeting and reiterated the need 
for more fiscal measures and political 
stability in the crisis-hit economy.
Weerasinghe said proposals on debt were 
nearly ready and could be sent to the 
Cabinet by Friday for approval.
He also said inflation could rise to 40 
percent in the next couple of months but 
it was being driven largely by supply-
side pressures and measures by the bank 

and government were already reining in 
demand-side inflation.
Inflation hit 29.8 percent in April with food 
prices expanding by 46.6 percent year on 
year.
US investment bank JPMorgan backed Sri 
Lanka’s crisis-hit government bonds on 
Wednesday, saying recent political changes 
should gradually improve its strains 
and help its talks with the International 
Monetary Fund.
-Al Jazeera
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How Gen Z is hooked on 
cryptocurrency and NFTs

BUSINESS

n	 Mariko Oi

The lure of making a quick buck has always 
attracted young people to invest in risky 
assets. For Generation Z, it is the volatility 
- and the decentralised nature - of digital 
assets such as cryptocurrency and NFTs 
which appeals. But they are unregulated, 
meaning there is little investor protection.
"All my friends were talking about 
[cryptocurrency] so one day I just decided 
why not just jump in and see if I can make 
some money," says 20-year-old Paxton 
See Tow.
All he needed was his phone and trading 
thousands of dollars' worth of assets was 
only a click away.
Generation Z - also known as Zoomers 
- are the age group born between the 
mid-1990s to early-2000s. They grew up 
online, playing games and meeting friends 
virtually, so the transition is natural.
Cryptocurrencies are digital currencies 
while a "non-fungible token" (NFT) is a 
way of owning an original digital image, 
touted as the digital answer to collectables.
Just over a year ago, Paxton bought 
S$1,000 ($743; £739) worth of Bitcoin - 
one of the most popular cryptocurrencies - 
which gave him a 10% profit straight away. 
He decided to quadruple his portfolio. But 
then the price fell.

"There's always the saying 'buy low, sell 
high' but I did the complete opposite. I let 
my emotions get the better of me," he says.
He had lost a thousand dollars, on top of 
all the money he had invested, before he 
could pull his money out and re-strategise.
For another, older trader, Kelvin Kong, the 
loss was much bigger. After making six 
figures in 2017, he lost more than half a 
million dollars the following year.
"I lost everything," he says. "I thought I 
was the king of trading and my head got 
really big so I thought nothing could bring 
me down and I kept buying," he says.
In the end, he only had a few hundred 
dollars left in his bank account.
"I think I almost went into depression. I 
had suicidal thoughts."
The boom in crypto and NFTs trading 
among young people worries him.
"A lot of them will lose money at the end 
of the day," he adds.
Gamification of trading
But cautionary tales of people losing huge 
amounts of money don't seem to deter 
young traders.
For many, the first taste of digital assets 
are through "play-to-earn games" 
which reward players with NFTs and 
cryptocurrencies that can then be used 
within the game itself, or traded for cash.
"Every kid wants to make money playing 
games," says a 23-year-old trader in 

Malaysia who goes by the name of 
YellowPanther. "That's the dream of my 
generation."
A month after he started trading NFTs 
last August, he decided to quit his job as 
a marketing executive to trade them full 
time.
"The day job took a long time - eight to 
nine hours a day - and the pay was quite 
low. I saw a big opportunity in the [NFT] 
space and I took the leap of faith," he says.
YellowPanther now works with 29-year-
old Resh Chandran, who offers training in 
conventional stocks, cryptocurrency and 
NFT trading in Singapore.
Using Axie Infinity, one of the most 
popular "play-to-earn games", Mr 
Chandran introduces investors to mostly 
Filipino gamers who play on their behalf 
for a fee.
But he warns the space is a "wild wild 
west".
The pandemic has only accelerated this 
growing trend of young people trading 
crypto and NFTs.
"There was an extreme level of volatility 
in the marketplace so when you have 
volatility you also have opportunity in the 
market," says Lily Fang, a professor of 
finance at INSEAD business school.
"Young people were at home and it's 
almost a gamification of trading. All of 
these factors created a perfect condition 

for this to take off."
Financial influencers
For many young wannabe traders, advice 
is readily available on platforms such as 
YouTube, Twitter and Reddit.
Brian Jung, 23, boasts one million 
YouTube followers but compared to other 
crypto influencers, he is known to talk 
more cautiously about the risks.
"I really have to make sure I'm careful 
about what I say to my audience because 
the last thing I want is for people to get 
hurt from these types of videos," he tells 
the BBC.
Brian's family emigrated from South Korea 
to the US and he believes his background 
affects how he invests and talks about 
money.
"Our family always struggled financially 
so I always have this frugal mindset," he 
says.
"My mum still works at the US Post 
Office and my dad works in a warehouse 
so I know one hour of their time is still 
equivalent to dollar value. I see what that 
is worth, regardless of how much income 
that I'm getting right now."
Gaining financial freedom is also what 
attracted 22-year-old Jowella Lim - a rare 
female trader - to the crypto world.
But as well as the opportunities to make 
money, Jowella enjoys being at the 
forefront of this new technology.

As governments around the world look to 
regulate the industry, she believes they will 
help legitimise crypto and NFTs.
"Regulators have to eventually 
compromise and realise that this is a tech 
they cannot ignore, especially when it's 
constantly penetrating this society," she 
adds.
Addiction or passion?
Aside from financial losses, another big 
danger is addiction.
"The crypto market never sleeps so people 
really literally get sucked into it," says Mr 
Chandran.
Andy Leach, from addictions clinic 
Visions by Promises in Singapore, says 
he has seen a jump in young - particularly 
male - clients getting addicted to the thrill 
of trading crypto and NFTs.
"You have the ability to watch Bitcoin 
going up and down and basically this 
process, this rollercoaster ride, the highs, 
the lows, it's available on your phone 
24/7," he says.
Despite losing money in the crypto market 
in the past, both Paxton and Kelvin are 
back trading after studying it more closely.
I asked Kelvin if he thinks he may be 
addicted. "You can put it that way," he 
smiles. "But I would call it passion."
-BBC
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Fresh Tripoli clashes underscore 
Libya’s political volatility

AFRICA

HRW decries ‘serious human rights 
violations’ in Burundi

Burundi’s security agencies 
have committed violations 
against people suspected 
of belonging to opposition 
parties or of working with 

armed opposition groups, according to 
Human Rights Watch.
In a report published on Wednesday, the 
United States-based rights group said 
national intelligence services, police, and 
governing party youth members have 
responded to attacks on both civilians and 
state agents in the country with a heavy-
handed approach.
The HRW said the authorities have shown 
little regard for credible investigations, 
objective evidence, or due process needed 
to hold those actually responsible for the 
attacks, to account.
“Instead of targeting perceived opponents, 
President Evariste Ndayishimiye’s 
administration should focus on bringing 
those responsible for abuse to justice, 
including members of the security forces,” 
said Clémentine de Montjoye, Africa 
researcher at HRW.
“Burundians will only stop living in fear 
when their tormentors are held to account,” 
she added.
HRW said it interviewed more than 30 
people, including victims and witnesses 
of violations, family members, opposition 

party representatives, and Burundian 
human rights defenders between October 
2021 and April 2022.
The rights group said it also analysed and 
authenticated footage showing several 
army and police officers admitting to 
killings and reviewed the reports of 
local and international human rights 
organisations, media reports, public 
speeches of government officials, and 
social media posts.
EU, US criticised
The rights group criticised the European 
Union, the United States and other countries 
for pursuing a policy of rapprochement 
with the Burundi authorities despite 
overwhelming evidence of rights abuses.
“Governments and regional and 
international institutions engaging with 
Burundi should ensure that serious human 
rights violations … are on the agenda and 
that concrete and measurable actions are 
proposed to address them,” HRW said.
It called on the government to publicly 
condemn human rights violations, and 
conduct transparent investigations to hold 
suspects accountable.
The HRW also said armed groups in 
Burundi should cease committing human 
rights abuses and acts of violence against 
state agents and civilians.
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In 2015, Burundi’s then-President 
Pierre Nkurunziza sought to change the 
constitution to hand himself a third term. 
He faced significant internal and external 
political opposition – including a failed 
coup attempt.
His government responded by unleashing 

a wave of political violence, persecution 
and human rights violations against real 
and perceived opponents. Burundi was 
sent into a tailspin of violent clashes, and 
political and economic uncertainty.
Since then, the EU and the US first imposed 
visa restrictions on the perpetrators of 

the violence. Wide-ranging economic 
sanctions soon followed in response to 
Nkurunziza’s destructive actions.
-Al Jazeera
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AFRICA

n	 Jon Porter

Libya’s fragile ceasefire almost fell apart 
on Tuesday, as clashes erupted in the 
capital Tripoli in response to yet another 
attempt by the prime minister of a rival 
government to install himself and his 
cabinet.
Fathi Bashagha, who was appointed prime 
minister three months ago by the East-
based House of Representatives, arrived 
in Tripoli in the early morning hours 
with cabinet members and was reportedly 
accompanied by the Tripoli-based Nawasi 
Brigade militia.
The move sparked a backlash from 
different militias in Tripoli as gunfire broke 
out and the Nawasi Brigade headquarters 
came under attack. Bashagha subsequently 
left the capital less than four hours after 
arriving.
The development underscores the volatile 
environment in Libya, which has been 
wracked by civil war and a crisis of 
legitimacy following its failure to hold 
elections last December. The country 
descended into chaos after long-time 
leader Muammar Gaddafi was overthrown 

Fresh Tripoli clashes underscore 
Libya’s political volatility

in 2011. The conflict escalated and became 
a proxy war involving regional powers.
The Tobruk-based parliament claims that 
Bashagha should now be the prime minister 
as the term of Abdul Hamid Dbeibah, the 
prime minister of the United Nations-
recognised Government of National Unity, 
has ended.
Dbeibah, who was appointed through a 
UN-led process in 2021, however, has 
insisted that he will only hand over power 
to an elected government, and described 
Bashagha’s bid to install himself as a 
“desperate attempt to spread terror and 
chaos”.
‘Ongoing talks in Egypt’
Bashagha’s recent attempt to install his 
government in Tripoli was his third in 
three months. Yet, analysts point to the 
significance of the timing of this particular 
attempt.
“The timing is influenced by the ongoing 
talks in Egypt,” Yousef Bakhbakhi, a 
Tripoli-based academic and political 
commentator, told Al Jazeera.
“Cairo is hosting representatives of the 
Eastern-based House of Representatives 
and the Tripoli-based High Council of 

State for talks at the request of UN envoy 
Stephanie Williams to reach an agreement 
on a new constitutional framework and 
timeline for elections that will inevitably 
dissolve both institutions,” he said.
“Bashagha fears a real possibility that he 
could be sidelined in any agreement and is 
therefore eager to impose a de facto reality 
that scuppers the UN’s efforts to create a 
new legitimacy and hold elections that 
would effectively end the legitimacy of 
the current House of Representatives [that 
appointed him] and the High Council of 
State.”
Reports emerged on Tuesday suggesting 
that the delegations in Cairo had come to 
a preliminary agreement regarding a future 
road map that might see elections held 
within 12 months, and that would see both 
Dbeibah and Bashagha’s governments 
replaced by a new unity government.
Al Jazeera has, however, not been able to 
independently confirm the reports.
Tripoli-based political analyst and 
commentator Mahmoud Ismail Ramli 
believes that the Cairo talks, and the latest 
failed attempt to install a new government 
in Tripoli, “can be seen as the beginning of 
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the end of Bashagha as far as his ambitions 
to become prime minister are concerned”.
Yet, some view Bashagha’s departure from 
Tripoli in a more positive light.
‘Bashagha’s standing diminished’
Libyan academic Mustafa Fetouri told 
Al Jazeera that “while many will not 
appreciate it, Bashagha’s departure 
[after the eruption of clashes] reflects his 
commitment to peace”.
Nevertheless, Fetouri agreed that 
Bashagha’s standing has diminished 
as a result of his inability to install his 
government in Tripoli.
He said that “Bashagha’s intention in 
attempting to enter Tripoli was to assess 
the extent to which he has support within 
Tripoli, and whether he still enjoys the 
loyalty of those who have supported him 
in the past.”
However, “support for Bashagha will 
diminish after today for the simple reason 
that many will see his departure from 
Tripoli as a defeat”, Fetouri said.
Yet, there appear to be suggestions that 
Bashagha will be able to survive the latest 
setback.
The United States embassy in Libya 

appeared to downplay the events in Tripoli 
by reasserting the importance of the talks 
in Cairo despite assertions among critics 
that Egypt has firmly backed Bashagha’s 
attempts to topple Dbeibah’s government 
in Tripoli.
Libyan analyst and political commentator 
Abdalaziz Agniea told Al Jazeera that “there 
is a desire on the part of the international 
community, and specifically Washington, 
to preserve Bashagha [without necessarily 
recognising his government] as a means 
by which to apply pressure on Dbeibah’s 
government to actually hold elections, and 
also to pressure the High Council of State 
and the House of Representatives to abide 
by any agreement made in Cairo.”
Traditional alliances appear to be shifting
Meanwhile, internationally-recognised 
Prime Minister Dbeibah has ordered 
changes in the security leadership 
following the clashes. Deputy Intelligence 
Chief Mustafa Qaddur of the Nawasi 
Brigade, which helped Bashagha enter 
Tripoli, has been dismissed. Director of 
Military Intelligence Osama Juwaili, who 
has been perceived to be sympathetic to 
Bashagha, has also been fired.
Yet, the situation in Libya continues 
to remain volatile despite Bashagha 
announcing his government will begin 
operating from the coastal city of Sirte 
about 450km (280 miles) east of Tripoli.
Meanwhile, there are suggestions that 
traditional alliances appear to be shifting.
The Turkish embassy in Libya tweeted 
its support of the talks in Cairo that have 
been viewed with suspicion by Dbeibah’s 
government. Ankara had militarily backed 
the internationally-recognised Government 
of National Accord (GNA) based in Tripoli 
before Dbeibah took over in February 
2021 as part of the UN-brokered political 
process. Turkey and Egypt were on the 
opposite side of the conflict in Libya, 
with Ankara helping the GNA in the fight 
against eastern forces in 2020.
Moreover, Tripoli-based High Council 
of State Chairman Khaled al-Mishri has 
stated that while Bashagha’s government 
should resign, Dbeibah’s government 
“does not want to hold elections, and is 
also incapable of holding elections and 
should therefore be changed”.
Questions remain over whether any 
agreement in Cairo can be implemented in 
light of the tensions that threaten to spill 
over into wider conflict.
Experts say only elections can bring about 
genuine changes.
“Libyans seek genuine change that 
ends these political bodies and multiple 
governments, and reform that restores 
authority to the Libyan people through 
a serious constitutional process and 
elections,” Libyan expert Mahmoud Ismail 
Ramli said.
-Al Jazeera
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TECHNOLOGY

n	 Jon Porter

After four months in closed 
beta, a touchscreen-
optimized version of 
Fortnite is now available 
to stream via Nvidia’s 

GeForce Now cloud gaming service on 
iOS and Android. It means iPhone users 
have another workaround to play one of 
the most popular games in the world after 
it was unceremoniously booted from the 
App Store in August 2020 for bypassing 
Apple’s in-app payment system. On iOS, 
GeForce Now is available via the browser, 
while Android owners can access it via an 
app.
The official launch follows a months-long 
beta period during which Nvidia says 
500,000 people streamed over 4 million 
sessions of Fortnite via the service. As a 
result of the testing, Nvidia claims it’s 
been able to optimize its “on-screen touch 
controls and game menus.” Hopefully, the 

n	 Jon Porter

Even tech companies that 
have promised to slash their 
greenhouse gas emissions 
have a big climate-related 
blind spot, according to a new 

report published by three environmental 
groups. With their cash and investments, 
Google, Apple, Meta, and other tech 
giants are indirectly financing fossil fuel 
companies.
While these companies might have taken 
steps to cut down on pollution within 
their own operations and supply chains, 
the financial institutions they bank with 
still funnel Big Tech’s profits into heavily 
polluting industries. Emissions associated 
with that financial activity are so significant 
that they actually far exceed emissions 
from each company’s operations, the 
report finds.

That pollution has flown under the radar 
because it isn’t typically included in 
companies’ assessments of their emissions. 
But if emissions associated with the cash 
holdings for Google, Meta, Microsoft, 
and Salesforce were taken into account, 
it would increase their carbon footprints 
by between 91 and 112 percent, the report 
says.

The problem stems from how banks decide 
to use their clients’ funds. When companies 
entrust banks with their cash, the banks put 
that money to work. The money might be 
used to finance energy projects or grant 
loans to other companies. The 60 biggest 
commercial and investment banks in the 
world have collectively invested $4.6 
trillion in the fossil fuel industry since 
2015, according to the report.
Those kinds of investments result in 
more of the pollution that’s heating 
up the planet. Every $1 billion in cash 
that a bank puts to work is responsible 
for pollution comparable to the annual 
emissions from 27,398 vehicles, the report 
says. That figure is based on a 2021 report 
that estimates that the carbon intensity 
of the US financial sector is roughly 
equivalent to 126 thousand metric tons of 
carbon dioxide per billion dollars. Those 
emissions can stem from projects and 
companies funded by the financial sector, 
which might include things like utilities, 

changes address a control scheme that my 
colleague Jay Peters called “finicky” back 
in January.
iOS users have the most to gain from 
this touch-optimized version of Fortnite 
coming to GeForce Now since Android 
users are still able to install the game 
natively via sideloading. The PC version 
of Fortnite has previously been available to 
stream on Nvidia’s cloud gaming service, 
which is also available on Windows, 
macOS, Android TV, select LG TVs, and 
via browsers including Chrome and Edge. 
That said, Fortnite is available on most of 
this hardware already, so it might be easier 
to play the free-to-play game natively in 
many cases.
This touch-optimized version of Fortnite 
on GeForce Now has been a long time 
coming with Epic and Nvidia announcing 
their intention to stream the game to iOS in 
November 2020. Since then, the game has 
actually made it to release on Microsoft’s 
competing Xbox Cloud Gaming service, 

mineral exploration, or even real estate and 
IT projects.
The report, for the first time, estimates the 
financial carbon footprints of nine different 
tech and media companies: Google, Meta, 
Amazon, Apple, Microsoft, Salesforce, 
PayPal, Disney, and Netflix. Researchers 
got information on each company’s 
cash and investments from SEC filings. 
The report authors then matched that to 
established measures of carbon intensity 
for different kinds of investments to 
estimate each company’s financial 
footprint.
Apple reported $191 billion in cash and 
investments to the SEC in 2021. The report 
estimates that those billions of dollars 
generated nearly 15 million metric tons 
of planet-heating emissions. That figure is 
three times as much climate pollution as 
the emissions generated from the use of 
every Apple product in the world that year, 
the report says.

By 2030, Apple plans to reduce its own 
carbon dioxide emissions by 75 percent. 
On its way toward that goal, the company 
has pushed hundreds of its suppliers to 
reduce their own pollution. Companies like 
Apple that want to have a positive impact 
on climate change ought to think about 
applying the same pressure on banks, the 
report authors contend.
The report was put together by the 
international Climate Safe Lending 
Network, the think tank The Outdoor 
Policy Outfit, and the Rockefeller family-
founded BankFWD. The groups enlisted 
the help of finance data experts from the 
social enterprise South Pole, which advises 
companies on their sustainability goals.
“The power of this report is that its data 
tell us that the lever we use the least turns 
out to be the most powerful tool we have–
where and how we choose to bank,” Valerie 
Rockefeller, co-chair of BankFWD, said in 
a press release. “Bank choice is a largely 
untapped frontier for climate leadership 
with massive potential for impact.”
Google, Netflix, and Microsoft declined 
to provide comment to The Verge on 
the record. The other companies did not 
provide a response by time of publishing.
To see how each company’s financial 
carbon footprint stacks up, check out the 
full report.
-The Verge

Fortnite now available to everyone on 
iOS via GeForce Now cloud streaming

Why tech giants’ cash is a hidden 
source of greenhouse gas emissions

where it launched earlier this month. Like 
GeForce Now, Xbox Cloud Gaming is 
only available on iOS via web browsers 
because of Apple’s restrictions around 
game streaming services.
As part of today’s announcement, Nvidia 
says it’s offering any beta testers three free 
days of Priority membership to GeForce 
Now, its middle tier that normally costs 
$8.99 a month. It can be redeemed via 
redeem.nvidia.com, but you’ll need to be 
subscribed to the service’s most expensive 
$19.99 / month RTX 3080 tier to stream 
Fortnite at 120fps on compatible Android 
devices.
Nvidia boasts that its cloud gaming service 
now includes a library of 1,300 games that 
are available via a combination of Steam 
and the Epic Games Store.
-The Verge
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The Israeli military is not planning to 
investigate the killing of Al Jazeera 
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, according 
to Israeli media, leading her family to 
reiterate their call for a transparent probe 
into her shooting.
Israel’s Military Police Criminal 
Investigation Division believes an 
investigation that treats Israeli soldiers 
as suspects will lead to opposition within 
Israeli society, the Israeli newspaper 
Ha’aretz reported on Thursday.
The Jerusalem Post also confirmed the 
report.
Abu Akleh, 51, was killed by an Israeli 
soldier last Wednesday, according to 
witnesses and colleagues who were 
present when she was shot while covering 
an Israeli military raid in the occupied 
West Bank city of Jenin.
In response to the report, Abu Akleh’s 
family said they were not surprised 
by the Israeli military potentially not 
investigating her death.
“We were expecting this from the Israeli 
side. That’s why we didn’t want them to 
participate in the investigation,” the family 
said in a statement to Al Jazeera. “We want 
to hold whoever is responsible for these 
acts accountable.”
“We urge the United States in particular 
– since she is a US citizen – and the 
international community to open a just and 
transparent investigation and to put an end 
to the killings.”
The veteran reporter, who lived in 
occupied East Jerusalem, was a US citizen. 
She spent nearly three decades covering 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip.
‘The army is untouchable’
On the day she was killed, Abu Akleh 
was wearing a helmet and a vest clearly 
marked with the word “press”. She was hit 

in the back of the neck, in the small space 
between the helmet and the vest. Shots 
continued to be fired when colleagues and 
bystanders attempted to help Abu Akleh.
The Abu Akleh family received 
reassurances from the US government that 
her killing would be investigated.
Israeli authorities initially said Palestinian 
fighters were responsible for her death, 
circulating video of Palestinian men 
shooting down an alleyway.
However, researchers from the prominent 
Israeli human rights group Btselem found 
the spot where the clip was filmed: 300 
metres (985 feet) away and with no line 
of sight to the location where Shireen was 

Israel will not investigate Shireen 
Abu Akleh’s killing

INTERNATIONAL

How the capture of Azov fighters 
affects the Russia-Ukraine war

shot. Al Jazeera’s Sanad news verification 
and monitoring unit also conducted 
an investigation and reached a similar 
conclusion.
Israel later backtracked from its suggestion 
and said it would open an investigation 
into the killing.
Previous investigations into the killings of 
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers have led to 
controversy within Israel – many Israelis 
believe soldiers should not be prosecuted 
for such acts.
“The reason for this is that you would 
actually have to open a criminal 
investigation into a serving Israeli army 

officer or soldier on an active military 
operation. That’s something that Israeli 
politics in this current climate finds 
absolutely untenable,” Al Jazeera’s 
reporter Imran Khan said from West 
Jerusalem.
“The government would be attacked if that 
investigation took place. The opposition 
would use it to make political ground.”
“Also, generally with Israelis itself, they 
see the army as being untouchable, as being 
defenders of Israel and therefore anything 
that they do on a military operation is 
untouchable,” he said.
The Ha’aretz report also said there was 

“no suspicion” of a criminal act, with 
the soldiers questioned saying they 
thought they were firing at a Palestinian 
fighter, despite witnesses and Al Jazeera 
journalists reporting that there was no 
shooting in Abu Akleh’s vicinity.
Bullet fragments were retrieved from Abu 
Akleh’s body but the Palestinian Authority 
has declined to give the evidence to Israel, 
saying the latter has a long history of not 
investigating the deaths of Palestinians 
properly and merely issuing light 
sentences or warnings to its soldiers who 
have carried out killings.
-Al Jazeera
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How the capture of Azov fighters 
affects the Russia-Ukraine war

n	 Mansur Mirovalev

For many Ukrainians, the Azov Battalion 
servicemen are the 300 Spartans.
Their resistance thwarted Moscow’s 
advance in Ukraine’s south and east the 
way the Spartans put an end to the Persian 
conquest of Greece more than 2,500 years 
ago.
For almost three months, they repelled 
Russian attacks on the subterranean maze 
of Soviet-era bomb shelters and service 
tunnels under the Azovstal steel plant in 
Mariupol.
Resembling a giant film set for a post-
apocalyptic movie, Azovstal occupies 11 
square kilometres (4.25 square miles) and 
remained the only Ukrainian stronghold in 
the Azov Sea port where Russian shelling 
killed tens of thousands of civilians, 
according to Ukrainian officials.
Russian President Vladimir Putin said in 
late April that his forces would stop trying 
to seize Azovstal – and would instead 
blockade it so “a fly doesn’t fly through”.
But the attacks went on and on with 

strategic bombers, heavy artillery strikes, 
drones, tanks and infantry even though 
hundreds of Mariupol civilians found 
shelter in Azovstal.
The Azov Battalion communicated with 
the outside world via their Telegram 
channel, where they posted videos of the 
assaults and photos of heavily wounded 
fighters, and urged the government to find 
a way to evacuate them.
The West was mesmerised by their 
stamina.
“Like heroism generally, such brave last 
stands appeared to belong to the past, 
legend or even myth,” Bloomberg’s 
columnist Andreas Kluth wrote on April 
21.
And only the lack of water, food, medical 
care and ammunition forced the Azov 
fighters to come out and surrender to 
separatist and Russian forces earlier this 
week.
They were promptly whizzed away to 
the rebel-controlled “People’s Republic 
of Donetsk” several kilometres north of 
Mariupol.

‘Get the boys back home’
Kyiv insists the Azov servicemen will 
be swapped for Russian prisoners of war 
(POWs) – and their rescue is an absolute 
national priority.
“Ukraine needs the Ukrainian heroes to 
be alive,” President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said in a video address on Tuesday. “We 
keep on working to get the boys back 
home, and this work needs a delicate 
approach. And time.”
But that may prove difficult, because the 
war’s post-apocalyptic poster boys are seen 
in a totally different light in the Kremlin 
and on Russian national television.
To Moscow, the Azov fighters are the 
“Nazis” and “ultranationalists” who 
imposed their ideology on all of Ukraine 
and spearheaded the “genocide” of 
Russian-speaking Ukrainians.
‘Shot dead in cold blood’
Some Azov fighters were indeed 
ultranationalists and white supremacists 
who volunteered to fight against the 
separatists in 2014.
Their ideology and alleged torture of 

POWs prompted the US Congress to ban 
them from using US military aid in 2018.
“I am very pleased that the recently passed 
omnibus prevents the US from providing 
arms and training assistance to the neo-
Nazi Azov Battalion fighting in Ukraine,” 
Congressman Ro Khanna told The Hill, a 
US publication.
Azov’s leaders toned down their message 
as they formed a political party and tried to 
enter Ukraine’s mainstream politics.
But for Russian propagandists, they 
remained evil incarnate.
All of the Azov members are “anti-
Christians”, claimed Aleksey Kochetkov, 
a pro-Kremlin analyst who wrote several 
books lambasting Ukraine’s anti-Russian 
policies.
“They profess a fusion of paganism and 
German occultism, in essence, Satanist 
rituals, including human sacrifice, the cult 
of blood, marches with torches,” he told 
the Komsomolskaya Pravda daily on April 
27.
Russian media blamed the destruction 
of thousands of apartment buildings in 
Mariupol on the Azov fighters – and 
accused them of using civilians as human 
shields.
“Those who tried to get out were either 
turned around at roadblocks or shot dead 
in cold blood,” Russian journalist Dmitry 
Grigoriev claimed in early April.
Sentenced to death?
The message of Kremlin-controlled media 
is so pervasive, it reaches ethnic Russians 
half a globe away from Moscow.
“They lost and gave up. They are being 
treated by nurses, not killed on camera or 
have their knees shot through,” Nadezhda 
Balayan, a native of the western Russian 
city of Voronezh, who lives in Oakland, 
California, told Al Jazeera.
A Russian senator said on Wednesday they 
should never be swapped and returned to 
Ukraine to be lionised.
Instead, they must stand trial and be 
sentenced to death in the separatist-
controlled so-called People’s Republics 
of Donetsk and Luhansk, which live 
according to Stalinist constitutions that 
allow capital punishment, Andrey Klishas 
said.
“All the neo-Nazis from Azov should 
be tried for the crimes they committed 
in Donetsk and Luhansk,” he said on 
Telegram.
Some Ukrainians say the trial and the 

predictable death sentence may become 
a reality show for Kremlin-controlled 
television networks that will sugarcoat 
Russia’s failures to seize the capital, Kyiv, 
and northern Ukraine.
“This is going to be their revenge for all 
of their failures here,” Oksana Galushko, 
a 22-year-old university student, told Al 
Jazeera.
And to the residents of Mariupol, the 
imminent fall of Azovstal is the last straw 
in the tragedy of having their hometown 
destroyed and their lives upended.
‘Thrown into fierce fights’
Sergey Vaganov is a 63-year-old 
photographer who fled Mariupol in mid-
March after surviving weeks of incessant 
pummeling by Russian bombers, cruise 
missiles and heavy artillery.
He is having his severe asthma treated in 
Uzhhorod, a town in southwestern Ukraine 
untouched by Russian shelling. But the 
news about Azovstal’s fall overwhelmed 
him.
“I am absolutely devastated,” Vaganov 
told Al Jazeera.
Even though the resistance did distract 
Russia’s advance in other areas, it no 
longer made sense.
The forces Moscow used in recent 
attacks on Azovstal are national 
guardsmen, separatists and “kadyrovtsy” 
or paramilitaries loyal to pro-Kremlin 
Chechen strongman Ramzan Kadyrov, 
said Ihor Romanenko, the former deputy 
chief of Ukraine’s general staff of armed 
forces.
“Those with the battlefield experience have 
been pulled out [of Mariupol] and thrown 
into the areas of fierce fights in [the towns] 
of Severodonetsk and Lysychansk,” he 
told Al Jazeera.
An independent Russian expert agrees.
“Most of the battle-ready forces have long 
been pulled out of Mariupol,” said Pavel 
Luzin, a Russia-based defence analyst for 
the Jamestown Foundation, a think-tank in 
Washington, DC.
He said Moscow has to keep a large 
military presence in Mariupol where tens 
of thousands still remain despite a lack of 
water, electricity and natural gas.
“Those who stormed Azovstal won’t 
change things in other places, and [Russia] 
still needs to keep forces there to control 
that desert,” said Luzin.
-Al Jazeera
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2022 Ford F-150 Lightning First Drive: 
A Monumental Electric Pickup Truck

n	 Scott Evans

Pickup trucks were the longest holdout in the 
transition to electric vehicles, and for good 
reason. Their use cases are different, more 
diverse, and more challenging than anything a 
car or SUV deals with. They need to tow and 
haul and off-road as well as they commute, 
and those all take radically different skill sets. 
They're also the bestselling vehicles in America 
and huge profit and loyalty centers for their 
makers. Ford absolutely had to get its first-ever 
electric truck right, and with the 2022 Ford 
F-150 Lightning, it damn well did.
No joke: The Lightning is one of the most 
important pickup trucks—vehicles, really—in 
history. Forget early adopters, environmentalists, 
and technophiles. This truck has to convince 
construction workers, farmers, ranchers, 
surveyors, and everyday truck fans that electric 
pickups aren't just viable but desirable. That an 
EV truck not only can do the work but also do it 
better. It does that.
To get to brass tacks, the Lightning is the best-
driving, best-riding, and best-handling F-150 
you can buy. The only reasons not to buy one 
over a gas- or diesel-powered F-150 are that 
you have nowhere to charge at home, you 
actually tow hundreds of miles at a time on a 
regular basis, or you simply don't like—or won't 
let yourself like—electric vehicles. All other 
reasons are invalid.
Power on Power
You certainly can't complain about the power. 
Even the base truck with the small battery 
makes 452 hp and 775 lb-ft of torque, making 
it the most powerful F-150 short of the big-
battery model, and it cooks. Ford estimates 
a mid-five-second sprint to 60 mph, and that 
feels conservative behind the wheel. It's already 
as quick as the quickest combustion-powered 
F-150, and there's no waiting on engines to rev, 
turbos to spool, or gears to be swapped. You put 
your foot down at any time, and it leaps forward.
And that 580-hp, big-battery bruiser? Ford says 
mid-fours to 60, but it also feels quicker than 
its estimate. Drop the hammer, and it'll even 
torque-steer ever so slightly, especially if you 
have weight in the bed or on the hitch. In fact, 
put enough weight in the back—like the 1,500 
pounds of plywood we hauled, 67 percent of 
maximum payload—and it'll chirp the front tires 
any time you stand on the accelerator.
Other than that, towing and hauling are 
nonevents. Instantaneous maximum torque 
means the truck is ready to move any amount of 
weight immediately; from a stop or from a roll, 
it doesn't matter. We dragged 9,500 pounds of 
winemaking equipment (500 pounds shy of the 
truck's maximum) around Texas Hill Country 
to be sure, and the Lightning barely noticed the 
weight. Yes, hitching a trailer basically cuts your 
range in half, but let's talk about that. For one, 
the Lightning goes between 230 and 320 miles 
on a charge depending on battery size, so that's 

115 to 160 miles towing, which is still two to 
three hours of driving. Second, our experience 
and Ford's instrumented testing shows towing 
with a combustion-powered truck cuts your 
range in half, too, so it's not a question of range 
but of charging. Good news is, the truck uses 
every piece of data it can, from weather to 
topography to the optional onboard scales, to 
determine your instantaneous range.
What About Charging?
That's one of the Lightning's few obvious weak 
points. Its maximum charging rate of 150 kW 
isn't as quick as that of the Rivian R1T and GMC 
Hummer EV—the only other electric trucks on 
sale right now—which already exceed 200 kW 
or even 300 kW in some cases. Ford engineers 
counter they've spent a lot of time working on 
the charging curve to keep charging speed up 
as long as possible rather than peaking and 
falling off. As evidence, they point to the truck's 
ability to charge at higher speed all the way to 
90 percent before tapering, whereas most EVs 
start to taper after 80 percent. They refuse to say 
anything about potential software updates that 
could increase the charging rate in the future.
The real towing issue is the current availability 
of public fast-charging stations, in particular 
the complete lack of pull-through stations 
where you can charge without dropping your 
trailer. That's an infrastructure problem that's 
being addressed by both private companies 
and government action, but the growing pains 
will continue until all the planned chargers are 
actually built.
Executed Very Nearly to Perfection
It's worth noting how well Ford did with what 
it had, though. The Lightning is bigger than 
the Rivian R1T but weighs less and goes just 
as far on a comparable battery pack. Moreover, 

Ford made minimal aerodynamic changes to 
the F-150 body, opting to keep the truck as 
familiar-looking and as functional as possible. 
The 5.5-foot bed is functionally the same as the 
one available on other F-150 SuperCrews and 
accepts all the same aftermarket accessories. 
The frunk (front trunk) storage area is massive 
and easy to load, and the cheap-looking chunk 
of shiny gray plastic that stands in for a grille is 
a small price to pay for that functionality. Same 
for the milk-glass light bar you can never be 
sure is actually on during the day.
Getting back to practicalities, thanks to its fully 
independent suspension, near ideal weight 
balance, and low center of gravity all inherent 
to it being an EV, the Lightning is without 
question the best-riding and -handling F-150 
you can buy. We wouldn't go as far as to call the 
Lightning sporty, but its steering is sharper and 
its composure vastly superior to a combustion-
powered F-Series truck's.
The ride is a bit more complicated. On 
most surfaces, the Lightning rides great. It's 
especially apparent off-road, where losing 
the heavy live rear axle has done wonders 
for comfort. The truck feels calmer and more 
confident. The drawback is in the damping. Hit 
a big dip or some long, rolling bumps, and the 
truck gets all light and floaty on the rebound. 
Hit a section of highway with a lot of expansion 
joints, and it feels like the truck never settles 
completely. We'd hoped putting weight in the 
bed or on the hitch would provide a remedy, 
but it only took the edge off. Ford engineers 
considered air springs and adaptive dampers 
like the competition uses but decided against 
them based on customer feedback and cost 
targets.
As well as it rides off-road, the Lightning clearly 

isn't meant to be an electric Raptor. With 8.9 
inches of ground clearance, it's the equivalent 
of a regular 4x4 F-150 with an FX4 off-road 
package at best. That big, low-hanging battery 
just doesn't do any favors for the breakover 
angle. That said, the fine throttle control 
provided by the electric motors, particularly 
in off-road mode, lets you maximize your 
traction at all times. It also allows for a bit of 
pedal overlap, crucial for smooth crawling. The 
manually lockable rear differential and brake-
based torque vectoring will get you out of most 
situations you can get a truck with this clearance 
and these optional mild all-terrain tires into.
Battery Armor
Don't worry too much about the battery, either. 
It's protected by a six-piece skidplate that runs 
under nearly the entire truck. It's also sealed, 
giving the truck a 24-inch wading depth. Should 
you manage to damage the battery or wear it 
out somewhere down the line, it can be dropped 
from the bottom of the truck by loosening just 
eight bolts.
How far the battery will take you off-road 
and anywhere else is, of course, a function of 
speed, terrain, exterior temperature, the amount 
of weight you're carrying, driving style, and 
whether you're using features like the one-
pedal driving mode. We're huge fans of one-
pedal driving, where lifting off the accelerator 
activates significant regenerative braking. We 
wouldn't mind if the Lightning's regenerative 
braking were even a little more aggressive. 
Should you prefer the brake pedal, the feel and 
response are neither good nor bad. It's rather 
numb, but it bites immediately and has no issue 
stopping this 6,200- to 6,600-pound truck.
Nifty Tricks Like Home Power
Now that we've come back around to charging, 

we need to discuss Ford's Pro Power Onboard 
and Charge Station Pro features, because 
they're absolutely clutch. The first you're 
familiar with because it comes on other F-150s, 
but its functionality bears repeating. A 9.6-kW 
power system with four 120-volt outlets and a 
30-amp, 240-volt outlet in the bed (plus four 
more 120-volt plugs in the frunk and two in 
the cab) is a game changer. The sheer number 
of appliances, power tools, and devices (not to 
mention other EVs) you can run and/or charge 
via the truck rather than a portable generator 
is a selling point all by itself. This truck is a 
rolling job site.
And Charge Station Pro, a Level 2 charger 
you can install at your home or office, is next 
level. It runs at 80 amps (most are a much 
slower 30 to 50 amps), and it's connected to the 
internet so it can keep track of your time-of-
use electricity rates and charge the truck when 
it'll cost you the least. Paired with an inverter 
from solar power installer Sunrun (which will 
also sell you home backup batteries and solar 
panels), Charge Station Pro can also reverse 
the flow of electricity, using the charge stored 
in the Lightning to power your entire home 
during a blackout for up to three days running 
flat out or up to 11 days while metering power 
output. (You can set a minimum battery level 
for the truck to retain some driving range.) 
On a normal day, the setup can float power 
between the truck and your house, using the 
truck's battery to supplement your home when 
grid electricity is expensive and then to charge 
when it's cheap. The charger and inverter are 
just $3,895, and if you buy the big battery, Ford 
throws in the charger for free.
-Motor Trend
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Year out allowed Wales back 'to 
heal mentally and physically'

George North freely admits he did not 
expect to see his name in the Wales squad 
to travel to South Africa this summer.
But then this past year has been one of 
making the most of the unplanned.
About 12 months ago, his summer was 
seemingly all laid out. A shift in position 
and an upturn in form had seen North help 
his country to a Six Nations title and his 
heart was set on a third Lions tour.
Instead, as he tweeted at the time, the 105-
cap international was left heartbroken by a 
serious knee injury suffered in action with 
the Ospreys.
It meant time parenting and punditry rather 
than playing the Springboks, but also an 
unplanned break from the game that he 
suggests now he probably needed.
"It was never my Plan A," North says, 
the 30-year-old now on the other side of 
surgery to repair the ACL he ruptured in 
April 2021.
"I found it difficult mentally at the start 
because I felt I'd got myself into a good 
position; I was playing well, I'd gone from 
the wing to 13 off the back of the Six 

Nations and had that the fuel of the Lions 
tour driving me.
"That was taken away and I found it really 
tough but to have that mental break… I 
don't think people understand the pressure 
pot you are on.
"You're not just 9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 
and play Saturday. It's 12 months, every 
day you are in the pressure pot to deliver 
and to perform. When you can't and it gets 
taken away from you, there's nothing else 
you can do but give yourself a break."
So that is what North did, almost 
unexpectedly enjoying the initial part of 
the time off from the game having hardly 
stopped since bursting onto the scene as a 
18-year-old in 2010.
North believes the injury helped him 
physically too, allowing him to rest the 
other parts of his body and "cross out all 
the little niggles" he had been carrying.
All this while also getting "bonus" time to 
be kept busy by eldest son Jac, as well as 
being there as his wife - Olympic cyclist 
Becky James - gave birth to the couple's 
second child Tomi. "Golden lights in a 

pretty tough time," North calls it.
Because while he can now acknowledge 
the time out was time well spent, it does 
not mean it was easy.
Setbacks
"Those first two months, I quite enjoyed it 
because it was the first time I had stopped 
in a while, but after eight or nine weeks 
I was ready to go again even though my 
knee wasn't," says North.
"There were a fair few setbacks, a fair few 
return dates put out there and taken away 
again. There have been some tough times 
and people like [Ospreys medical team 
members] Liam Thomas and Matthew 
Bowen had to drag me through a few of 
them, especially in my stroppy stages a 
few times, when that return date was taken 
away for my own safety and my own 
benefit." A Six Nations return was mooted 
by Wales head coach Wayne Pivac at one 
stage, but it never materialized, North 
admitting the first major injury of his 
career saw those around him needing to 
manage his expectations as the prognosis 
moved from seven months out, to eight 

and eventually 12, telling himself: "It's not 
going to get better by being grumpy."
It did not mean that watching Wales 
during their disappointing campaign was 
particularly pleasant.
"It was weird and I found it tough because 
I guess I'd hoped that I'd had the ability 
to help," he says. "It's been my life, my 
career and a lot of these guys are my 
friends as well. I ended up doing a bit of 
work around the games and I probably find 
it harder being a supporter at the stadium 
that I did watching at home."
He is no longer watching, timing his return 
to assist the Ospreys in their bid to claim 
a Champions Cup spot and - despite little 
more than two hours rugby since making 
his comeback off the bench in a win over 
the Scarlets - earning his place back in the 
Wales squad. Thoughts are not yet on the 
world champions, but are on South African 
opposition. A bonus point win over the 
Bulls will guarantee Toby Booth's side 
the United Rugby Championship's Welsh 
Shield, North saying it would be "huge" to 
help make it happen.

He has called his displays so far rusty, 
says the game has upped in physicality 
and speed in his time away, but he says he 
never doubted he could achieve his goal 
of getting back - and getting back to his 
best, aware his unplanned break could yet 
prolong his career.
He said: "I think it's certainly helped the 
rest of my body. Not that we don't get 
looked after, but in the heat of the battle in 
the season you go week to week to week 
it doesn't really give you an opportunity 
to fully recover sometimes. That ability 
to have that break not just physically but 
mentally as well is huge. I'd like to think 
so - especially as I'm out of contract - for 
sure!
"The time off should allow me to heal 
mentally and physically and certainly my 
body - before getting smashed around 
again in games - was feeling great.
"Now it's about trying to find that 
consistency again for me, getting back in 
there and putting my hand up as much as 
I can."
-BBC
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Drug-related offences in football 
could mean five-year bans

India's cricketer-turned-politician 
jailed for road rage death

Anyone caught in possession of or 
supplying class A drugs in connection with 
football faces a five-year ban and their 
passport being taken off them.
The new rules announced by the UK 
government are set to be introduced during 
the 2022-23 season.
"Middle-class coke heads should stop 
kidding themselves," said Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson.
"Their habit is feeding a war on our streets 
driving misery and crime across our 
country and beyond."
There were more than 800 football-related 
arrests across the top five English leagues 
in the first six months of this season, 
alongside more than 750 reported incidents 
of disorder.
A report into violence at the Euro 2020 final 
between England and Italy last year also 
found "ticketless, drunken and drugged-
up thugs" could have caused death as they 
stormed Wembley.
The government said the new rules, which 
have been backed by the National Police 
Chiefs' Council, were being introduced 
"in a bid to prevent these hooligans from 
causing violence and disruption".

India's top court has sentenced cricketer-
turned-politician Navjot Singh Sidhu to 
one year in prison in a decades-old road 
rage case.
The Supreme Court ruled that Sidhu 
"intentionally caused hurt" to Gurnam 
Singh, who was 65, resulting in his death 
in the incident in 1988.
The former MP was acquitted of the more 
serious charge of manslaughter in 2018 - 
that still stands.
But the jail sentence is a serious setback 
for his political career.
Sidhu recently resigned as the Congress 
party's chief in Punjab after his party was 
wiped out in state assembly elections.
He has limited legal options left as he can 
appeal against the ruling only once in the 
form of a curative petition.

The case timeline
Sidhu was first accused of manslaughter in 
1988 when a 65-year-old man died hours 
after an argument with him in Patiala.
He was India's opening batsman at the 
time and a rising star in his fledging 
international cricket career.
The case continued to be heard in a trial 
court. In 1999, the court acquitted Sidhu.
The state appealed against the acquittal 
in the high court, which convicted him 
for manslaughter in 2006. This forced 
him to resign from his parliamentary 
seat of Amritsar as Indian laws do not 
allow convicted individuals to be public 
representatives.
He appealed against the verdict in 
the Supreme Court which stayed the 
conviction, allowing him to retake his 
seat in a by-election. In 2018, the top 
court acquitted him in the manslaughter 
case, but found him guilty of "hurting the 
victim" and asked him to pay a fine of 
1,000 rupees ($13; £10).
The victim's family appealed against the 
ruling and on Thursday, the Supreme Court 
added a one-year sentence to the fine.

They will mean that those convicted 
of drug-related offences could have to 
surrender their passports when their team 
plays abroad.
"It's been a thrilling football season, but 
at some games we've seen ugly violence 
that has shocked all the leagues," said 
police, crime and probation minister Kit 
Malthouse.
"More and more the police are finding 
class A drugs at the heart of that disorder 
and so we must act. The football family 
wants every ground to be a safe space for 
fans, especially children, and so do we.
"Football banning orders have been a game 
changer in rooting out racism and violence 
at football, and now we want them to do 
the same for drug-related disorder."
The government said the changes 
announced will be rolled out through 
extending football banning orders, which 
are imposed by a court following a 
football-related offence and are designed 
to stop violence and disorder at games.
At present, they can be imposed on people 
convicted of violence, disorder and racist 
or homophobic chanting and were recently 
extended to cover online hate offences.

Who is Navjot Singh Sidhu?
Sidhu is one of India's most successful 
Test cricketers. Known for his stylish 
and powerful stroke play, he thrived in 
particular against fast bowlers, but also 
held equal command over playing spin 
skilfully.
He scored 3,202 runs at an average of 42 in 
51 Test matches. He also played 136 ODIs 
and scored 4,413 runs. He retired from 
all forms of cricket in 1999 and after four 
years, he joined the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and became an MP. Over the years, 
he rose to become a prominent party leader 
and a star campaigner.
In the next decade, he also managed to 
launch a successful career as a cricket 
commentator and also as a TV personality 
on comedy shows. His witty and sharp 
style made him popular as a commentator.
But he became disgruntled with the BJP 
after reportedly not getting any important 
job in the government despite the party's 
landslide win in the 2014 general elections.
He quit the BJP in 2016 and joined the 
Congress, where he rose to become the 
chief of its state unit in Punjab.
-BBC

"I am pleased the government has updated 
the football banning order legislation to 
counter the growing issues of disorder we 
have seen, in part driven by the use of class 
A drugs," said NPCC football lead Mark 
Roberts.
Dr Martha Newsom, an expert in football 
fan behaviour from Oxford University, has 
carried out studies into drug use at football.
She told BBC Sport that her research had 
shown an association between cocaine use 
and disorder at football - but that it could 
not be seen directly as "cause and effect".
She also said that making changes to 
football banning orders was not the 
approach to take.
"Cocaine is a serious drug - there are 
various health consequences and mental 
health issues," said Dr Hewsom. "But the 
way to tackle that isn't by stigmatising 
it and putting a rule on not doing it at 
football. They are aiming it at football 
because it is quite an easy getout.
"It's class-based as well. It's easier to target 
a traditionally working-class part of our 
society and blame the disorder just on 
football culture, when it's all over society."
-BBC

Sidhu was first 
accused of 

manslaughter in 
1988 when a 65-year-
old man died hours 
after an argument 

with him in Patiala.


